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A Century OFf Christian Progress

1837--1937

CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION

OCTOBER 2 &nd 3, 1937

(entennial Frogram

October 2nd— 8:00 P. M. Reception for all members of
the Parish and their friends.

October 3rd— 8:00 A, M. Corporate Communion of all
present and former members
of the Parish, Bishop Brown,

celebrant.,

11:00 A. M. Confirmation and Anniversary
Sermon by Bishop Brown.



BISHOP OF HARRISBURG

THE RT. REV. WYATT BROWN



PRESEN

RECTOR OF THE PARISH

THE REV.

ROBERT JAMES SUDLOW

Parish Directory--1937

Bishop _The Rt. Rev. Wyatt Brown, D, D, Litt, D., LL. .

Roctor The Rev. Robert James Sudlow, BB A,
WARDENS
Ced, W, Fred Reynolds NMr. Hugh M. Quigles
VESTRYMEN
Wilbar H. Bane George E. McClellan
James 1. Gray George 1. Purndll
'l}.'(t..l\ J ldr‘i‘l ")ﬂ"\' ':.’-_l'[nuh(:

Msjor H, Laird Curtin, Clerk

CHURCH SCHOOL, SENIOE DEPT.

Superintondont My. Calvin C, Pumell
Secrelary Miss Loretta Cox
T reasurer Miss Nina Lamb
Flanksl Miss Joan McGarvey
CHURCH SCHOOL, JUNIOR DEPT

Saperintendent Mrs, Robert J. Sudiow
Socretanes Moessrs, William MeNichols s

G. L Purnell, Jr.
Treasurer Miss Nina Laml
Fianiat M. E, K, Stock

THE WOMAN'S AUXILIARY
Presidont Mizs Margaret Cook, Ph. D.
Seeretary-Troeasaror Mrs. Earl S, Orr
THE ALTAR GUILD
Mresident Mrs. Wilbar Baney
THE CHOIR
Organist and Director Mrse. FPaul 8, Beaver
ORDER OF ST. VINCENT
Chaplain The Bector
Director Mr. Calvin C, Parnell
GIRLS CLLU'
Adviser Mrs. Hugh M. Quigley
»



FIRST RECTOR OF THE PARISH

THE REV. GEORGE WASHINGTON NATT

Centennial Sermon

(By the REV, ROBERT J. SUDLOW, Rector)

“lot us now praise famous men.” Eeclesiasticus
44:)

From the dawn of history and the developesent of
man every gemeration has sdmitted the debst it owes o pro-
ooding generations. That was tree of the most primitive
savages of lomg apo, for the very gods that the savagoes
worshipped were formerly men who had done great things
for their race.  The bold, advesturous individual who had
leamed to use and controd fire became the firegod of the
teibe and kis memory and haman traits wore enshrised in
the worship of him years after. Today we do not deify
and worship mem of previous ages who have doae great
and wonderfal things for the haman race, but we do botor
thems and admit the debt we owe them for their achieve-
ments, This we find not enly in the Church but in the
secular world as well, In the Church we honor snd re-
spoct the maants of the OM and Now Testaments and some
who achieved sainthood after the first few contunes. The
world preclaims a certain man or woman as the outstand-
ing parson of a contury, and occasionslly sets forth one day
of the year when that parson & to be bonored, and declares
that day a holiday, We find that this same debt i -
mitied in the fickds of medicine, science and warfare: in
fact in every field of human eedeavor,

But today we are more concerned with the debt we
owe o mea and womes who have made possible the Cen-
tury of Christian Progress here in Bellefonte which was



wshered In when the Rev, Grorge Washinglon Natt came While the work in Bellefonte chaimed his first in.
aa the first rector of this parish 100 years ago, levest and energy, the Rev. Mr, Natt was not unmindful of
the missionary needs of the Charch, and efton we find him
In the spring of 1525 the Rev. Mr. Piggolt, the rec- conducting services on weokdays in Clearfield, Morrisdale,
tor of St. Mark's Church, Lewistown, came 10 Bellefonte to Lewistown, Lock Haven, Bown's Mills, and Philipsburg.
VAL two sisters who had moved bere from York, Pa.  Heve He founded the work a1 Lock Haven and due to his «fforts
he found several families who were mesdwrs of the Epis- the defunct parish at Philipsburg was revived and & new
Church and beld a service for them in Mr. Armour's church buiding was erectod.  Always & frail man and for
inet Feor the next three years he made eccasional many years very sickly, Mr, Natt did everything in his
visits to fonte and thus St. John's charch was started. m«m.ﬁnuluhhu’wbhdm'im Often he would
In 1528 the Diccese of Central Pesnaylvania rocognised the arrive in a town just before the hour of service, and even
importance of the work in Bellofonte and appointed a mis- though he had boen riding all day and had had no food, be
sionary te take charge of the charch here as well as the would condoct the service first and then take care of the
vhurches in Philipsbarg and Huntingdon, Bt  traveling noeds of his body, 1t is said that in his entire ministry he
bog distances across the mountains in all sorts of weather missd byt twapnhtmh.udum a time t0
did not make for regular services. Im spite of this the keep made the journey froem Bellefonte to

::.‘lmn' grew h::’ ;l-ml‘ssl the -ﬂ::. vem‘o lho'” “ l?d. Fhilipsburg through blinding snowstorms,

& yoar wore r ervction of »
church. _In the sams year, however, ill health camsed the PR oy e bbbl i-ohgpod Bl
M.Mbgd&wmmonmwﬁmmwm mmramubymlm.ummuwud
g ot i ettt Ssodor ok o McGann. Undar the Waderhip of these three rectors plans
1671 and coneeeraied o Juine 1, 1872 Tt wes duaring the
Consec on June 1, was
M%Jmlmmx Ouderdonk n Mdm rectorship of the Rev. Mr. v«tylhatwﬂwaiﬂ'n
Rev. Gearge Washington Natt, a recest uate at the “Agricultural College,” now Pennsylvania State Col.
General Theological Seminary in New York City, as rector lege, and every rector of St. Jeha's earriod on the work
of St. Joha's, and on August 11, 1857, the Rev. Mr. Natt, < until 1911 wien, under the Jeadership of the Rev. Mr.
nﬂ:‘m :"‘“’.’M‘g"" S‘;."H‘mm":{“?" Within a year Hewitt, the work was made a sty project and the
n church was on Jai . within another year . rew’
the parish was formally admitted into union with the Dio- m' Frear came as the first roctor of St. >
cone of Penmsylvania. Too much praise carset be gives ,

the work of eur first rector. Ho found the charch Bul the Cestury of Christian Progress which we
weak and struggling; he left it stromg and growing. Con- have enjoyed is not built up of the history and records of
dantly he had to defend the position and teaching of the the minetoen various rectors of this pariah in the past hus-
cha and in a time of stroag demeesinations! udice dred years. Each rector contributed something to the life
he oftes resorted o pablic mewlings to explain and defend of the parish, but the Nistory of sur progress conld not be
the teachings of his church and to break down prejudice. written without the help and cooperation of the parish-
He was ever Jboyal to the tenchings of the church and in ners whoe have made up this parish since the day of its
later years ome of his brother clergpymwn sxid, “Brother first service, While the sames of all the members are re
Natt does surely take a mas to Christ, but he takes him corded on the pages of the old parish registers, there are



trymen, 1 think there are in Bellefonte today descondants
of but two of tham, Their names may be forpetien, hut
good deeds live after them, and it is meet and proper
we honor them today. We will never know the names
¢ mon and women who coutributed for the ordinary
and upkeep of this parish during these many
wars.  The namoes of those who contributed and worked (o
bulld the first church, the prosent charch and the parish
houso have jassed om into history, A fow names are on-
shrined within the church for thelr sames are attached o
various articles of church fursiture and ofmaments, but
these fow of wheen we have record and those of whom we
have no record deserve oar praise and honor, and it is right
for us 1o nckeowlodge the debt we owe Lhem for this bean.

Gful church property loday,

We have a glonous beritage—and if we are honest
with ourselyes wo will admit that we have s still mose ghor-
fous future, The past hax gone and we are enjoying the
(rwits of the labors of ihose who have gone before us, bat
Motummnﬂm‘:nmwmhwmlnx
years will worship herv, our Ltk is o them, We
can profit by the past, but we can guide and help the future
penerations.

So today we mest o praise the men and wonen of
ihis parish who brought te us a Century of Christian Pro-
grons.  We scknowladge the debt we owe to them for Lheir
wnfaibing service and loyalty to Our Lord and His Church,
and now s the time to set our course 5o that we enn leave
{or the coming generations a still better and greater chureh,

and mhupc ve the way for a still greater second centery
of C m?“twruo here at 82, John's,

Lat us begin the new century then, with the first
rpose to make thix church a greater House of Prayer,
we can do If we strive to make a place In our lives for
God asd Hix Glorious Sea, and to show by our exampde
and procept the fruitfulness of such a life, And shall we
not try to leave the church property In a better con-
Fion than it was when we were given the use of it? Can
not leave it in good repair and free from debtY  We
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every loner sodemnly
the charch in his will. During
Cathedral has rocvived many
dollar to one hundrod thousand ra—{
os he was able—and teday the Cathedral i ffalo is ab
L carry oo groator work for the of for
advancement of the church because of the foresight of
past gencration.

Mumr.m,ﬂ:nrnmnh
bounden duty, let us work pray and give for
strengthening of the present task before ux, and can
vach of ws Jesve some amount of mweey in our wills f
the help and support of the future gomeratioas of C
tians who will wership here in the conturies (0 come.

é
?
il

E

ef
i
i
E
3

8

£i

£
258 Friiss

£
E

+



A ﬁlmrt ﬁmmry

St. John's Eptnwpal Church
#ellefoute, Penusylvania.

—

(By the REV. ROBERT ). SUDLOW, Rector)

On August 11, 1837, the Rov. George Washington
Nnu.a.dmam to Bollefonte (o become the first
rector of the Parish, and with his coming e ushered in "A
Century of Chiristian Progress” for St John's

. I 1525 the Rev, Robert Migpott, rector of St Mark's
in Lewistown, heard that severn! Epdscopal faméilies had
moved to Bellefoate from York and came over to hold see-
vices, These services were hald in the upper roem over
Armour's cabinet shop and were 50 well attended that ar.
rangements were made (o bold tham st stated times. Throe
yoars later a missionary of *“The Society for the Advance-
ment of Christianity h the State of maylvania,” the
Rev. John T Adderly, was semt to take care of the work in
Philipsburg, Bellefonte and Huntingdon ; and for the next
u'\vn rs vartous misstonarics of ihe Society comtinued

regular services in Bellofeate. The Church grow
m“rmmpcnd. Then an attempt was made Lo organize the

nto a parish in 1554, This attempt did not soc-
coed, but its failure lod to the calling of the Rev. George
Waskington Natt, who had boens ardained a Dvacon in June,
1537, to become the first rector of the Parish.

With the now roctor eame the beginning of “A Cen-
tary of Christian Prorgess.” Within a year a church was
bullt o High streot, called in those days *Jail Hill," ond
within tweo yvears the Parish was sdmitted inte union
with the Diocese of Penmayvlvania. But the rector's ae-

— —

Livitles were not confined ealy to the work im Beolle-
fonte. De. Natt made rogular visits @0 Lock Haveas, and
# organized the work there, that within a few years St
Paul's Parish  was establishod., Records show that he
travellod in many parts of Central Pennsylvanis, holding
services in no fewer than eight Churches in the Diocese of
Harrisburg. But the rigors of missionary bife sapped Lhe
strength of Dr. Natt and after 13 years of kbor he was
foreed to resign becanse of ill health.

The next noteworthy rector was “that ial Irish.
man,"” the Rev, Jas, C, Laverty, who came to Bellefonte in
1565, Me followed the Rev. George G. Fiedd who had bailt
up the mn(:fnuan and made repairs and improvemonts
o the phonical church. One of the improvements was an
arrangement o light the Church with gas, another the in-
stallation of a handsome chandelior, “which action elicitod
Episcopal comanent.” The Rev, Mr, Laverty closely iden-
tified himpelf with the work at the “Agricultural College”™,
now Pennsyivania State Collegre, and becanse of his Inumt
in the work, other rectors continued 1o bold services -
farly at State College. During Mr. Laverty's rect ip

were formulated for the butMing of a sew church,

January, 1864, by reported 1o the Vestry that over
$7.000 had been collected for that purpose.  Plans were
made for the erection of n stome church to MM
$15,000 and the old frame charch was soM to the Lutheran
congregation for $4.500, Byt before the work on the new
church was commenced il healh caused Mr. Laverty o

The comerstoone  of the new church  was lakd by
Bishop Stevens on April 22, 1869, during the rectorship of
the Rev, Byrea MeGann, The building cost more (han was
first planned, so there was a delay in the opening of the
new reh (the present bullding) until Easter Day, 15871,
The church which cest $20,000 was conmcrated by Bishop
Howe on June 7, 185TL  The preacher was the Rev, James
Laverty, who had boen the Rector of St Jebn's whon the
plans for the new charch wore first formulated.

In 1857 the Rev. Joha Hewitt, who for many years



had been doing noteworthy work in the Diocese, was called
to the Rectorship, Becawse of the neod of a  Rectory,
Major W, F. Reynolds budlt, at his own expense, the present
rectory and, xs & thank offering, presented it to the Parish
on iving Day, 1577, Many improvements were
made to the charch fabric during Father Hewitt's rector.
ship. The minwtes of the vestry mectings  record two
amusing mcidents: In 1884 thy women of the parish asked
permission of the vestry to install steam heat in the church.
This was readily grantod. In the same year, 1884, “The
Edison Electric Nluminating Company™ built their second
electric plant in the state at Bellefoote and proposed o
install lights in th> church for the sum of $10.00,
At first the vestry tabled the proposition, bul at the in-
sistence of two vestrymen it was again brought up for dis-
cussion and the following motion was passed : “W. S, Zellor
and E. Garman were pormitted to introduce electric lights
into the church at their own cost and risk™

Under the leadership of the Rev. Goorge lsracl
Browne, 18681006, not only the Bellefonte parish grew
np@ly. but the work at State College was hastenod. Al
?mm rectors bad conducted scervices at State at
requent intervals, but De. Browse secured several of the
professars at the College to act as lay-readers on Sundays
when he could not be there, with the result that S5, An-
drew’s mission prospered, When Dr. Browne resigned in
¢ a on a
members of the Parish asking that Ruﬂ:lndn Heow
a former rector, be recallod as Rector of the Parish.
was done and the Rev, Mr. Hewitt assumed the roe
of St. John's in 1008,

A year before Mr, Hewitt's arrival the parish
wis built and the neod of repairs to the rest of the chu
proporty was great, Before he assumed the rectorshi
women remodeled the rectory, and scon aftor he »
plans wore made for making the mnr repairs and i
ments to the church property.  In all same $6
repalrs, improvements and ornaments were
church property during his first year.
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Hewover, the esl note contribution of Mr.
Hewitt’s second rectorship was in making the work at State
College & statewide, instosd of a diocesan, mission. He
persaaded all the dicceses of the state to ssusme & portion
of the work asd this resalted in 1911 in ealling Canon E.
M, Frear 10 St Andrew's Church, State College, where he
has had an almost coatinuous rectorship.

During the past husdred years 84, John's church has
had but 19 rectors.  One of the communicants living today
was baplized when an infant by the first rector, Gearge
Washington Natt. Another of its communicants, Col. W,
Fred Mn&.d mmm'v;l; eu;plo‘d his ﬂmt-.l:lll m‘ as a
vestryman parish. Two yvears ago present ves-
Lry began work 1o pregare for the Centenninl Celcbration
and sinee that time more than &.Mwﬂhdrmimau
improvements have been made to the church, parish
house and the rectory,

A detailod history of the parksh was written by the Rev,
Stuart F. Gast, a former rector, in 1934,




Memorials dn $1. Johu's Church
MEMONIAL GIVEN IN MEMORY OF

Altar u.m.z G Reynolds
her five chi e

Herodos The Rev. Geo Godf
Flelds. rge ry

Chalices, Patens & Flagon  Mary V. Hale

Altar Crosa M. M. Reynolds

Eucharistic Candlesticks  George W. & Janet M. Jackson

Seven-branched Candlesticks Joceph Lingle Mestgomery

AMar Desk Eleanor Kerr Neilson Scibert

Missal Goorge Fairlamb Harrs

Private Communion Set Edward Hodley Richard

Altar Vases AL M. Reymolds

Altar Vasea sinsrva J. Wilkinson

Credence Table Boss E, Lingle

Large Ciborium Joseph Lingle Montgomery

Small Ciborium Wendell Whiteman Mostgom-
ory

Lavabo Bowl E. C K,

Bishop's Chaur Benjamin Dradiey

Altar Raill Georgas N, Hale

Processional Cross Valentine Family

Processional Terches Delinda Harvey & Samh
Elxabeth Benner

Organ il s Major Wm. F. Reymolds

Palpit Losias Garssan

Lacturn Jane W, Hale

Prayer Desk . Mrs. Adam Hoy

Litany Desk

Montgomery Family

Rood Screen ~dames Andrew & Margaret
Aull, Frederie Constant &
Esabella Hedley Richard

Sihver Alms Basons Mary V, Hale

Fast Window . dames C, Hale

West Window.. James Damside

Nave Window Adelize Miles Harrin

Bagtismal Font The Rov, Horstio H. Hewitt

Laptismal Ewer. .-S.gmtint)lumm‘l'homu
rew

Hymn Boards .John Armstrong

Alms Box Marian Wallace Petriken

Drosxze Tablet . Edward and Mary L. Graham

Martle Tablet The Rev. G. W. Natt



Coutributions for the Ewdowment Fund

June 24, 1001 Miss Marian Petriken $ 100.00
March 5, 1917 Mrs. Rebecca E. Barthoy 100,04
Dee. 20, 1919 Mrs, Ellen Hale Stone 50000
Nov, 20, 1920 Mra. Thomazine Lane 20,00
Aug. 10, 1925—Mary Valentine Hale Fund 1200.00
Dee, 21, 1927 Mra. J. L. Montgeesery Fund 100,00
Income reinvested T75.00

$RL75m

Special Gifts To Bt Johu's

1577-The Rectory, a gift of Major Willkam F. Reynolds,

1916 A FProcossional Cross, a gift of Mr, and Mra. Edward
H. Richard.

19275100 from Mrs. Martha M. Neeria

19295200 from Colonel W, Fred Roymolds for the repair-
ing of the Church steeple,

1800 Eight Nave Lantorns, a gift of Mrs. Edward H.
Richard,

193135300 bequest of Margaret MeManus.

155—The Crypt Chapel, a gift of the fricads of Charles
Montgomery Ballock,

TR S1000 from five heirs of the Iate Miss Caroline
Valeatine,

15045100 boguest of Miss Lydea Jackson,
10555200 boguest of Mrs, Sarah Bumside Valemtine,
1036 —Two glass cruets, a gift of Mra. Edward Richard




Bectors of St Johu's Church

Ihe Nevvsend Cosrge Wasdumpten Natd  Asgwst 0], ANT-One £ k0

The Reverewd Gesrge 11, Walsh o Dee. L IASL—Dane B 1853
U Ry —— B TR
The Beverend Gesogs G, Pald Mar, 18 1ROt L 182
The Meverond Jasses €. Laverty Juwe 15, WRE3duly 13 1NN
The Bevevend Boren MeGasm  Asg 1, IS Apelt 20 1539
The Kevewend Wevey 1. W. Alen Ot 3 1950 Spell L 1T
The Reverond Jobm Bewiit R A AT
The Beorsrnd Jehm B B Boblmon  Sept 16 DERS.O0Eay 30 IASE
Wi Bowerend Sames Ovendd Davis  Owe L 18-Sl & 189

The Keveirnd W Delanery Bestan Sept. B, IdMay 1, e
The Hewrernd Rebert Eribne Wrighd . Amg 16 100—-Jun 14, tv

The Reverend Geerge dwnel Bewwnms  Joiy & W08—Feb. 5, td
The Rovervad Kdwin €. Bieharien Ay B, B0, 1, 12
The Revervmd Seba Mewilt B— T L
The Neverend William © Charbion  Juoe 21, H00—-Suse 1, B4
The Neverend Slabeols Delfut Murmard Ot & 1916—-8oh 3 903
The Bevorend Abex 1. Kilputsiek L May ), 1906 lume M, AT

The Bevorend Stanre F. Gat Juve B, 130 Asyg. 1L 420
The Beverend Hobort Jasses Sadiew O L 10

HIGH CALCIUM LIME AND LIMESTONE

WHITEROCK QUARRIES

Beliefomste, Penna,

THE HOTEL MARKLAND

NOTED FOR GOOD FOOD AND SERVICE
NEW GREEN ROOM AND GRILL

Notkce How We Keep A Straight Course

DG TROUT INN

Opposite Bellefonle’s Famous
Trow

HOME COOKED MEALS

HEATED ROOMS

G. F. NOLL,

PAINTING

PAPERHANGING

Phone 144

19 W. High St



